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Respondent completes and 
returns Acknowledgement of 

Service to the Court 

Court sends Acknowledgement of 
Service or Answer to the 

Petitioner 

Petitioner files: 
Statement in support of the Petition 

Any other necessary documents 

Court checks all documents and case 
enters “undefended” route 

If case has been proved, the court 
grants Certificate of entitlement to a 
decree nisi and an order as to costs 

Court grants decree nisi 

After 6 weeks, the 
Petitioner may apply to 
make decree absolute 

3 months after the 6 weeks, if 
Petitioner has not applied to 
make decree absolute, the 

Respondent may do so 

If after 12 months of the decree nisi, neither 
party has applied for the decree absolute, 

court permission is required to do so 

Petitioner prepares: 
Petition 

Marriage Certificate 
Fee/Fee Exemption 

Issue at County Court 

Court sends petition to Respondent 
with Acknowledgement of Service and 

Notice of Proceedings 

If appropriate, also provide: 
Arrangements for children 

Statement of Reconciliation If Respondent does 
not reply, consider 

alternative methods 
of service 

Dispute grounds 

Petition approved 

Dispute the grounds, 
but agree to Divorce 

Defend against the 
Divorce 

Respondent files 
Answer 

Court sends 
“defended” Answer 

to Petitioner 

Case Management 
Hearing listed 

Case Management 
Hearing directions 
given (statements 

etc.) 

Final Hearing 
Court decides to 

approve Petition or 
not and costs 

Petition dismissed 
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